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Art. I. 2 Minister's Discourse to Himself on coming out of Trouble. 


Very many conclude that, as soon as trouble is past, they have no more 
to do with it. Others go a step beyond this, and suppose that by their 
endurance of trouble, they have established a credit with God’s patienc e, 
on which they mean to draw for a greater indulgence in sin and folly 
than they ever did before ; and so it frequently happens that ere their 
physician has well pronounced them out of danger, they rise up and run 
with unmeasured strides and burning avidity to the service of the devil. 
“The sow that was washed,” not only “ wallows,” but plunges much 
deeper in her filthy mire than ever she did before. I have seen the man 
who came back from the very grave’s mouth cast off all fear—set reproot 
at defiance—sport with the Sabbath, and discredit the Bible. 

This is a sad and dismal issue of the corrections of the Almighty on a 
man. And a minister ought to take keed that he also is flesh, and that 
but for the free grace of the Most High, he might rise out of trouble and 
do even worse. 

It may be asserted as a truth attested by experience, that it is more 
difficult to come out of trouble than to “ walk in the midst of it.” And 
that the sorest part of any trial to which christian grace is subjected is 
the conclusion of it. Because, in that part of the soul’s way, it has to 
pass several very great dangers and snares ; and besides, there is a greater 
aptness sometimes after standing some great trial through, to fallin one 
that is comparatively small. Noah withstood temptation when “all flesh 
had corrupted his way, and the earth was full of violence ;” but after the 
whole race of man was swept away, and his own family left alone, he 
was overtaken with strong drink. Jot maintained a fair character in the 
midst of Sodom ; but after it was consumed, and he and his two daugh- 
ters lived in solitude, he fell into two gross sins—drunkenness and incest. 
And even Abraham, after trusting so far to God as to leave his country 
and kindred, and go out, not knowing whither he went, was afterwards so 
far overcome by distrust in God’s protection, as to deny his wife as a means 
to save his life. Elijah, too, stood unmoved on mount Carmel, before Ahab 
and eight hundred and fifty of his idolatrous prophets, and boldly mocked 
them and their god, but a little after fled into the wilderness at the threat of 
Jezebel. All these, you will observe, after standing through long and sore 
trials and temptations, fell before comparatively small ones, and fell into 
the very same sins, which they escaped in the time of their great trouble. 
Hence it may be gathered, that if a minister’s great trial has been on the 
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matter of submission, to the sovereign will of God, he ought to take great 
heed, on coming out of his trial, lest he, after all, become refractory, and 
disobedient, in some thing or other ; or if it were on his self-denial, lest he 
fall into some fit of selfishness; or if it were humility, lest he become 
proud, or faithless—lest he be overtaken with unbelief, and deep despon- 
dency. 

The danger of thus falling, may in some degree be accounted for by 
admitting that there may be in this case something like what takes place 
after a sore battle, in which one army has been victorious, and the other 
routed. ‘The conquerors thinking themselves now secure, sit down to 
refresh, and regale themselves after their fatigues, while the other, ex- 
asperated by their defeat, turn again, and rally, and come upon their con- 
querors suddenly, and unexpected, and so gain by a single bold stroke, 
what they had lost in a regularly fought battle. So when we are ready 
to think the battle with pride, unbelief, and other kindred corruptions, to 
be over, and that we may lay ourselves to rest, all of a sudden they rise 
again as from the dead, on the signal of some trifling, unobserved, temp- 
tation, and ere ever we are aware, We are captives to the law of sin 
and death. ‘This, when it happens, is a sore distress to the true believer, 
and greatly impairs the fruit of the victory. It brings much discredit 
upon the christian religion, in the estimation of the world; and it har- 
dens the heart, and opens the mouth of adversaries. Therefore let not 
the private christian, and, more especially, the public minister of Christ 
Jesus, slack his diligence in acting out gracious dispositions, when he is 
coming out of trouble. Let him beware of laying aside any of his watch- 
fulness, or any of his spiritual armour, or any of his earnestness in prayer, 
or any of his diligence in searching the word for light and direction. Let 
him keep close to the duties of his station, and be in all respects equipped 
and harnessed, as if momentarily expecting a new encounter. 

The Psalmist seems to have been aware of this danger, and likewise of 
his need of divine guiding. For he says, “* Thou hast delivered my soul 
from death, wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling.” (Ps. lvi. 13.) 
If his soul was saved from death, he had, no doubt, come out of a great 
and sore trial. The title of the Psalm bears, « When the Philistines took 
him in Gath.” He had just escaped from Saul, and he made a narrow 
escape again trom the Philistines. But now when it was over, he per- 
ceives dangers in the way still. His feet may slide, and he may fall. 
And distrusting his own skill to choose his ste ps, he looks unto God who 
had borne him through his trials for help. 

When the tried Christian shall be so far oversighted as to think that 
when a great trial is past, the danger is past too, he is ready to fall into 
a sort of spiritual torpor. For he will say within himself, ‘I have endur- 
ed so much, and struggled so long and hard, that now I may sit down and 
take some ease—a little indulge nce—let duty pass with a less fervent 
mind, or be omitted for this time.’ And if said, it will be done also. But 
by and bye he is surprised to find his heart as hard as ever—his graces 
ail languid—his corruptions all vigorous and active—his tenderness of 
conscience, his fear of judgments, his grateful sense of mercies gone, and 
he is almost prepared “to return again to folly.” Yea the very same 
md for which he has suffered correction so lately and so severely. This 

a sore case fo a believer to be in. And he certainly may be in it, and 
at the same time know that he is so, and that his corruptions have got so 
under way that he cannot stop them ; ; and so all the corrections sent him 
have in some measure been lost. It is not a case from which a minister 
is exempt; but rather one into which he is on some accounts more ready 
to fall than other men, because his “ folly” may be more spiritual, and 
of the heart, and not so gross and frightful to the eye; or it may have 
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been something connected with his official life ; or it may be a folly w hich 
lies in the way which he is obliged daily to pass. Let him, the refore, in 
particular take heed of seeking after this deceptive relaxation. Let him 
continue in the same attitude in which he was when the trouble yet lay 
upon him—the attitude of praying, and Jistening after his praye rs, “to 
hear what God the Lord will speak.” Looking up and expecting an an- 
swer. This is not a very straining exercise, and yet it isa very sale 
one. 

When a great fight of affliction is just about concluding there is creat- 
er need to cleave fast to the promise, because there is frequently at that 
time a greater danger of fainting than before. Those who have had ex- 
perience of a variety of troubles can better understand this than describe 
it. If we had access to hear the aspirations of their hearts at such time 
we would hear them saying, “Hear me speedily, O Lord, my spirit FaILs, 
hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the 
pit.” (Ps. exliii. 7.) Such are the sad and dismal apprehensions of the 
soul at the time to which I refer. It is as if God and Christ and all things 
in the spiritual world were becoming invisible, and faith and patience 
were about to give up the ghost—past experience, present sense, and fu- 
ture prospects vanishing, and the gulph of Atheism yawning beneath 
Nothing can be more horrible in apprehension to the new creature than 
this. Some may think ministers can not be in such a case as this, and 
ministers that have never been in the deeps, may themselves think so; but 
I know the contrary. The only help is the promise ; God's bare word 
for it that we shall not faint. For “ He giveth power to him that is ready 
to faint, and to him that hath no might, he encreaseth strength.” (Isa. 
xl. 29.) It was this alone that kept the Psalmist at such a time from 
fainting. “I had fainted,’ says he, “unless I had believed to see the 


goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. (Ps. xxvii. 13.) God 
sometimes makes the day of trouble and the strength to bear it measure 
each other so exactly that they seem to end together. And it is so or- 


dered that they may have it proved to sense as well as to faith, that no- 
thing but his own hand keeps them from sinking; that it was really and 
truly his own hand that raised them up out of great — and thereby 
did show his love—fulfil his promise and answer their prayers. And 
have these truths written out in soul experience, so fh ote coe as this 
almost fainting will be, is worth more than the greatest library which 
the flames ever consumed. 

There is very greatdanger, at the end of great trouble, of the heart tak- 
ing some wrong set. Whenaman has got his bones broken, it is a very crit- 
ical thing to have them set straight, and kept in that position, while the 
healing process is going on. And it is a very easy matter to give them 
a wrong set, and make them heal crooked. Now it is well known that 
the scriptures call great and sore trouble, and especially that which lies 
immediately upon the spirit, by the name of broken bones :—“ that the 
bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.” (Ps. li. 8.) Isay, therefore, 
in the language of analogy that when the heart begins to heal of its 
breaks and bruises, it is extremely ready to take some wrong set or other. 
The fair and natural set is when it points to the first and great command 
ment of the Law, ‘ thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
&c., and the second which is like unto it, thou shalt love they neighbor 
thyself.” 

Sut there are few hearts ean set fairly in this position. It is much 
more common for them to take therr old bent, whatever that was. We 
may see this in the history of toon Often had he his bones broken for 
idolatry, and almost as often when they were healed did they bend the 
same way again. And since this makes up a great part of the history of 
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that nation, for many generations together, it Was Decause Il Was aii cx 
4 ceeding!|yV common thing in the case of |] ndividuals. And whe hh this ben 
happens to br somewhat constitutional. like ee ee 


z 
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is so much the more ready to heal in that way again pometimes it 
heals with too reat attachment to some creature or cre ated enjoyment, 
at other times it ellects too ereat an indillerence towards them. some: 


times it heals into a sort of spiritual pride . and values itself too much up- 


on Its experiencs and estimates too hignhiyv its] ist sutte: igs. And some- 
times it takes the oppos te turn. Now a mini ter’s heart is like another 
mans in this respect, and if it be renerally true that the higher up the 
more apt to fall, he is more liable than others to these extremes. Much 
depends in this case upon the means selected for healing the wounds of 
; the soul, some think they have been sad long enough and therefore gree- 


'? dil, embrace thy first Opportunity of toining the gay circle and indulging 
inmirth. Others betake themselves to some favorite pursuit, and othe rs, 


, } . eon 
to then rain, with determination to make up their lost time, and they ali 


get their wounds healed quickly ; but alas! tor the healing! ‘The correc- 
tions ol (sod are worse than in Vaih to the I. The wind of satan now 
fills their sails, and it is one to a thou and if they are not swallowed up 
in the vortex of their own corruptions Not a tew ot the Lord’s own 
people miscarry In this matter. it was no doubt very prop r that Kin 

Hezekiah should kindly entertain the men who came all the way from Baby- 
lon to con ratulate him, and surely the singular mercies of God, in adding 


15 years to his lle and condescending to work a miracle to confirm his 


But instead of showing to these foreigners the greatness, the riches, and 
the magniticance of the God of Israel, he must needs show them his own 
Some good people at this time seek healing by telling all their troubles 
and thei ereat trials to some intimate triend of theirs, but neither is this 
avery safe way. For it is extremely diflicult, to say the least of it, to 
manage it so as not to infer that a larger portion of the praise is due unto 
themselves than to the Lord, if indeed they do:not go the length of mur- 
muring and complaining against him. \ minister foes to be healed by 
the sympath es ot his congregation, and the condolence of his brethren, 
etake himselt to some curious ent rtalining study, 
but neither is this the way. What then is the way for a minister and alt 
others to be healed (he answer is easy. The work is God’s. His 
name is Jehovah Rophi. ‘The Lord, the Healer. ‘“ He hath torn and he 
will heal us, he hath smitten and he wil! bind us up,” (Hos. vi. 1. It 
remains then to go and put our Case into his hands lor cure, pleading his 


or perhaps he may 








name and promise, saying, “ Heal me O Lord, for my bones are vexed,” 
and in the mean time let us be doing good each in his own place, and 
his post, and the minister pursuing his holy calling as he is able, and the 
: cure will be certain and in due time complete. ‘This is the way, and 
while we profess to adopt it, let us beware of secking to be our own heal- 
ers, by leaning on some self devised expedient. 

It ought to be remembered too that there are but few wounds that are 
cured by one dressing, so it is here. We ought, therefore, to go fre- 
quently, at least every day to the Great Physician to have our wounds 
opene .d cleansed and dressed anew with fresh application ot the blessed 
promises. 

On coming up out of trouble there is danger of forgetting the way in which 
the Lord has le d us. Itis clearly a duty to kee Dp this way in remembrance. 
Moses said unto Israel, “ And thou shalt remember all the way in which 
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness.” (Deut. 
viii. 2.) There was scarcely any danger of their forgetting the historical 
facts of that journey. We find Jephthah three hundred years afterwards 





giving a succinct and accurate account of it Judge. xi. 14.) and it does not 
appeal trom verse 2d that he was the most pious character. And there 
s just as little danger of a minister or private Christian forgetting the his- 
torv of his troubles. The losses, privations and suflerings gt nerally 
make an impression deep enough to last to the late si bre ath. That, 
theretore cannot be the meaning of that command. Neither is it that to 
which I allude This forgetting is not so much the weakness of the me- 


morv. as the treachery ot the heart, which lets those moral and spiritual 
instructions wear ott. that were at first deeplv impressed upon it bv the 


weight and force of troubl : Vi ses telis them inthe same verse, that the 


wav throuch the w lderne ss was, ‘to fAuml f, fhem to ywrave them and 
know what was in their heart,’ “That he might make thee to know 


that man doth not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceed 
eth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live ;” and again “ thou shalt 


also consider in thine heart, that asa man chaste neth his son so the Lord 


chasteneth thee.’ Under these four heads are comprehended all the 
things which the Lord teaches his pe ople in all ages by means of the 
way in which he leads them. And these are the things which he com- 


mands them to remembe1 And these are the things concerning which 

I sav we ar In great dana r ol for retting the m on coming up out oft 
* - - i 

troubl the humbh ° views ol ourselves and our tite and actions, the 


humble impressions which we received from the touches of his mighty 
hand, which made the inmost soul erv out “Behold I am vile’’—the dis- 
coverv made bv means of trouble to us of what was and is in our hearts, 
its bottomless pollution, Atheism, hardness and rebellion, and its weak 
graces, faint spiritual desires, and its oft being on the very point of fainting 

the experimental proofs which we had of being supported by the words 
ot God alone, when outward helps failed one after another, and all other 
refuge failed—and the evidence we had in the midst of trouble that God 
was chastening us asa Father, and not punishing asa Judge. 

There is an extreme readiness inthe human heart to part with remem- 
brance of these things. And all the preceding things, of which there is dan- 
ger, greatly favour it. The return of health and prosperity, the countenance 
of friends, and many other circumstances occurring at the end of trouble, 
take the thoughts off these thn os, and draw the attention and the heart 
to other objects. Life becomes more or less new, according to cir- 
cumstances, and in the same proportion wins upon the affections, and so 
the solemn lesson imprinted on the soul is greatly effaced, and almost 
forgotten, even by the child of God, even by the minister of Jesus Christ. 
Now the danger in this case is, that the heart will quickly wax gross, 
and the ear dull of hearing, and a relapse into old folly will ensue, and re- 
lapses are generally more dangerous than the first stage of the distemper, 
and more dithcult of cure. ‘The consequences in regard to a single per- 
son may be learned inthe general from the consequences of the same 
thing in the case of Israel. For they “soon forgot his mighty works,” 
soon ceased remembering the way in which the Lord had led them. 
“There arose another generation, which knew not the Lord, nor the 
works which he had done for Israel.” The next thing stated, is, that they 
served Baalim and Astoreth and forsook the Lord. And then they were 
given into the hands of spoilers and they could not any longer stand be- 
fore their enemies—and whithersoever they went out, the hand of the 
Lord was against them for evil. When they repented and cried to the 
Lord in their distress, he heard them, and raised up judges and saviours, 
and delivered them. But again they forgot and would not hearken to 
the Judge, and the next time they went a step farther in sin and back- 
sliding, and thus continued until they became confirmed in apostacy, and 
correetion was no more of any use; and they were thrust out of their 
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though a child of the promse will never be cast 
ssible to tell into what terrible condition he may 
tle may be putin irons, bands may lie on 

men and devils to ride over his head. The Fa 
nto his very soul, and the dreadtul fierceness of 
li may come to his wit’s end and be 

fools and mad against our 

| do well to take heed to the 

and use all diligence to re- 

) our resolutions. our course ot 

record of it by which we can refresh 

make strong what thou hast 

begin to look for “ the peaceabl. 


‘xercised thereby.” there will be such fruits 


up and grow toa rich harvest. And our care 
weeds of the flesh from rising up and choak- 

m constantly watered by the rain of sound doc 
spirit of Christ. If we are in right exercise, we 
»of heart to say, “It hath been very good for me 
Upon looking back on the way in which the Lord 
ourselves with ourselves before and after, 

ood,” or if we see it not in distinct 

ably find that trouble hath brought us into some 
that we may at least have such a degree of 
in the wisdom and faithfulness of God’s management, that we 
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it must be so And short of this last we cannot be in right ex- 


and ought not to be satisfied with our frame of heart. Without it, 
wright, if indeed all | not wrong together, and we be not in 
‘art what we are in profession—a Christian. For in every instance of 


ian’s trouble we know that it must be very good for him whether 


itornot. And therefore he ows it as a solemn ‘Testimony to the 
faithfulness of God, “who keeps covenant and mercy for them that fear 
him, to acknowledge it.” 

But more particul rly, it ought to be inquired at the heart. Is there 
any cratitude on coming out of the great depths? This is one of the 
fruits. Aad if we have faith in the above mentioned text, although we 
may have no sense of it, we will be naturally led to the duty of gratitude. 
Besides, the very tact that we have come out of trouble, must be owing to 
God. ‘verv child in the family of God, much more every minister, that 
Is one Il eed, just acknowled re that, “had not the Lord been on my 

neath the stream.” (Ps. cxxiv.) And therefore, B, l, 
while I live, will call on him who bowed to me his ear.” (Ps. exvi.) 
Many was the time that | was just about to sink. My chin was under 

“'The sorrows of death compassed me ;” so that I could 
time see no way of escape. “The pains of hell gat hold upon 

| felt something /ike the agonies of despair; and saw something 

sparks issuing from the pit’s mouth; 1 was ready to give up all 


‘ 


forever lost; and when, as it seemed to me, I was going down, 
“T called on the name of the Lord, O Lord I beseech thee deliver my 
soul,” and “ He helped me.” ' know it was He, for He only could. All 
the powers of proud philosophy stood aghast at the greatness of my dis- 
tress. No triend could come so near my case as to give me his hand, 
and lift me up. There was nothing in all past experience like it. Had 
it not been an Almighty arm that was underneath me, unseen and unfelt 
by me, | must have gone down forever more. 














expressive without it; thus: What sh reuder unto the Lord? That 


is the question: all his benefits to me: that is th answer lL will turn 
them over into spiritual atlecti is, sell-denials, holy duties publ l 
knowledements. self-d rtment. and send. th up to him again to | 
iccepted throu Jesus ( Mi { Third, I will. w my 
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Another fruit of trouble is humility. ‘Th sometimes the fruit of 
eorrection 1n Tid. If anv good at all has |} 1done by aflliction, } id 
has been mortili: | and bro it under, in sol 1) sure. If the s irit 
not any broken by it, if the heart is as stout ; fore, the neck as stiff. 
and the head as hich. it is clear that it has not | n sanctified. And tl] 
is Olfen the case. itis therefore a} ti ot no less portance, to 


certain whether afilictioi 

it has done us any good at all or not. And » Christian, or Christian 
Minister, can be actin 
interest, who is not earnestly concer! on coming out of it to | this 
efiect in himse I. Is the SOUL I -aw ] ich \ ‘1 | LO t } 
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a cheerful mann rto the divine Wil to have tne outw a conaditl pre 
sent and future, moulded according to the d WW ne to tet 


him take from us and rive 10 us as seemeth good to him 


Another fruit is, Jonging alter God, and after eternal clor W he 


correction produces the right effect on a child, it ikes 1t more desirou 
than ever to enjoy the father’s smile, so it is likewise with the child of 
God. It draws th heart to him. Th re 1s nothin al uch a time s 
desirable and sweet to the soul, as a good word {rom his | . 
pression of his love—some return of his favour. Before trouble is don 
sometimes it rings forth this fri tin the soul. The followin the lan 
ruage of a soul yetin d yp pe CIT As the heart panteth after the 
water Drooks, so inteth n = tl rau O God. \iy soul thurst I 
lor God, for the livingGod. When shall 1 come (appear | e God 
(Ps. 42. liis absence is mor¢ paintul hanever. It is saa to b Kept tf 
the ordinances of his hous: . but sadder still to ! there without him TI 
world. and Lil Sl blunary enjoyments without him is | ut a desert of | l 
ing sand, and « th loses all its terrors through the hope oj yn 

his presence \ ith exceed ng joy at iast. In proportion a the assuran 
of this arises inthe soul, the magnitude of all suflerings past, present, 01 
to come, diminish into nothing- “are not worthy to be compare dw 





the glory that shall follow.” ‘The few years thut interven 
ed by the thirsting soul but a “ moment.” 

Neither can this fruit be r another that will always be found 
with it is a diminution of delicht in the creature. Itis proper, nay a du 


ty, to take delight in all that God gives to us: but that delight will, 





the case | am considering, be temperat d more free of excesses tha 
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telore t willbe a delight equal to, but not exceeding the nature and 
measure of enjoyment which the creature can yield. ‘The delight felt 
on the occasion will be more from a consideration of the giver than of 
the gift Again, there will be a greater delight in drawing near to God. 
As it y as ( thirsty man resorts to the fountain does the soul, 
thirsting for the living God, draw towards his house, his people, his ordi- 
nances, the wd, the sacraments, and especially prayer, in which it 
breathes out its longings, and pants after him. t is in this duty that 
‘the heart and flesh cry out for God.” 

Farther: There will be along with this, greater delight in contempla 
ting and hc paced ig the righteousness of Christ. or that is the foun 
r before God. ‘Therefore he will appear 
‘the chief among coe thousand, yea, altogether lovely.” The soul will de- 
light in saying over and over again to itself, “ He hath made with me an ev- 
erlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure ; this is all my salvation 
and all my desire.” Farther, there will be much greater watchfulness 
iwainst sin, and especially against the old folly which was the ground of 


dation of all our hoy res of coming 


his contending with us. ‘There will be a very great caution in choosing 
the individual steps when the same path must again be taken. There 
will be a most wakeful jealousy when we come to the same spot where 
we fell before. It will not be the danger of outward circumstances that 

ill alarm us most. ‘The very brute takes that alarm when coming to 
but it is the heart ““which turns aside like a bow 
that shoots deceitfully,” and ere ever we are aware, may turn us into the 
ditch again. ‘This watchfulness of which | speak is ** full of eyes before 
and behind, - within,” and it has learned this prayer, which is in a 
manner familiar to itself: “Search me, O God, and know my heart ; try 
me and know my thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me » Wi ‘verlasting.” No other grace can learn this 
prayer so fully 

Again: The heart ought to be softened towards others, and chiefly 
those in trouble, to communicate with them. There ought to be not on- 


the same place again 


’ 


ly a readiness, but a strong desire to communicate to them of the good- 
ness which we have received of the Lord, the light, comfort, direction 
and deliverance.. As if the heart could make proclamation to the whole 
religious world—the whole family in earth and heaven, “ come hear, aut 
ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath done for my soul’— 
‘“ Ye that walk in darkness and have no lght’—Ye that are about to 
say, “Surely I have washed my hands in innocency in vain”’—Ye that 
are **come into de rep wi ali rs, whi le the f} ods are Going over you’ —Ye 
whose soul is in prison,” and ye whose “spirit is wounded,” and who say, 
“while I suffer thy terrors, | am pistracTep, thy fierce wrath goeth over 
me, thy terrors have cut me ofl,” listen to me, and I will prove from 
what the Lord hath done for my soul, and how he did it, that none of you 
need ever despair while you find yourselves yet out of hell. I thought 
my case was so singular ‘that never any had been in it before, and never 
any would be in it after. I thought all my past experience of his love 
must have been a delusion,—my professions hypocritical—myself no bet- 
ter than an atheist, yea, even a “beast.’’ None of you can have more 
horrible thoughts, or be tempted to more horrible things. I cried, but he 
gave me no answer; and I concluded that he had shut out my prayer, 
so that it could not pass through; that he had covered himse If with a 
cloud, dark and frowning; and there appeared to be written on it, in 
large letters, ‘‘ Because I called and ye refused; I have stretched out my 
hand, but ye did not regard, I also will laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when your fear cometh.” I could not see a single text that spoke 
in my favor; and I was left to say, “ fails his word ever more?” “1 am 
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cut off;” “my hope is lost;” “I shall go down to the pit with them that 
have nostrength.’’ The drops of his wrath that fell into my soul gave 


me unutterable anguish, which threatened to extinguish my very being 
l'roubles great” tlowed upon me from every quarter, I found “ no stand- 


ing’—I sank. I had no more recollection of any thing; and all gave 
me up for a drowned man. Yet all t us 1 re the Lord was looking on wi th 
an eye of compassion, and was only waiting the proper time to step in 


lo my rescue. Accord ngly, “when all re fue failed me,” “He took me 
and drew me out of the great deeps.” He recovered me and brought 
me to myself again, by this word and many others like it: “ Be of good 
cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee ;” which came with a reviving power 
and restored me to comfort. He also let me see that “‘ He heard the voice 
of my petitions ;” that he was my Father, and I his child. Now can 
any of you be in a more hopeless condition’? “Trust him, for you shall 
yet praise him,” as well as |. 

Another fruit of trouble is, to set the soul to diligent preparation for 
death—“ to having the loins girt, and the lamps burning,” and to be look- 
ing for, and hastening unto, the comine of the day of God—to a “ dying 
daily,” and trying how we can let go our hold of all under the sun, turn 
about our face towards eternity, and lay down the soul upon the pro- 
mise. It wiil set us on doing the work given us, whatever that be, 
w thall our might. And a minister in particular it will set on preach- 
ing—in season and out of season on rhung the cood ficht of faith— 
maintaining and defending to his latest breath, at all hazards and 
pain, every jot and tittle of God’s truth, in order that when he is gone, 
osterity may know what God hath done for his Church, when he de- 
sso her at the glorious reformation—that race may praise him unto 
race—may praise him and show his mighty deeds. While my tongue 
can move, let this be its then 


} 
i 
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ART. Il. An imadversions on certain off nsive article s published in - The 


Christian Magazine, conducted u rider the hs anlage of the Associate 
Reformed Synod of New-York, John F. McLaren, Editor.’’* 


The cause of truth suffers greatly in consequence of the divisions which 
are found in the church of Christ. To heal these divisions sliould be the 
constant aim and effort of every Christian. ‘To kindle | jealousies, which 
always have a tendency to divide the imperfect childre n of God; or to 
add fuel to the flame, already kindled, is not the work of those peace- 
makers whom our divine Redeemer pronounces blessed. To awaken 
feelings of resentment which, through the exercise of Christian forbear- 
ance, and for the sake of Christian peace and hi irmony, had been permit- 


ted to die away, is not consistent in any one w » professes to follow the 
prince xan 

While “at professions of oonipe: and liberality characterize the age 
in which vy we live, it is lamentable still to find so many whose practice is 


directly the reverse of their srolen ssion. With all the libe rality of this 
age, divisions in the church not only exist, but are greatly increasing. In 
the different branches of the church, reciprocal suspicions are indulged, 
and an improper rivalry promoted. And, as in times past, so at the pre- 
sent, approximation in principle seems to strengthen jealousies, and shar- 
pen the bitterness of hostile feeling. 

This train of thought has been occasioned by the perusal of certain ar- 
ticles, published in “The Christian Magazine,” a work which declares it- 





We owe an apology to the : writer of this article for not having sooner inserted it in the 
Monitor, as it was written towards the close of the last year. 
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silence to misrepresentati n. We feel bound here 

the assertion of J. F., that in doctrine. covernment, and wor: 

United Secession is, in every particular, the same with the As 
Reformed. 

iment that there are differences between the Associate, and As- 

Reformed Synods; and we also lament that the United Secession 

pproximates to the Associate Reformed, in some of those things which 

we have always considered, in our Associate Reformed brethren, 

eparture from reformation principles. While we believe that there 

many in the United Secession that are in principle the same with us, 

eadily admit that, as a body, that church differs from us in important 

culars. But that that body is in every particular the same with the 

Reformed, we as plainly deny. 
There are several points of diflerence. The United Secession still re- 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, without mutilation, as thei 
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rect. Altl yy inv emigrants trom Britain have been induced to be- 


eve that the Burgher Church in that country, and the Associate Reform- 
edin this, are one and the same, this isa great mistake. ‘The Associate 
Reformed were never in reality united with the Burghers; unless the fact 
of ministers and people, coming from the Burghers, uniting themselves 
with the Associate Reformed, constituted a union; and in this case, were 
it of any importance, the Associate Synod might claim a relation also. 
The Associate Reformed are neither Burgher nor Anti-Burgher. They 
erist as a separate Society in consequence of an attempt to unite the ./fs- 
sociate Church, the greater part of whose ministers were Anti-Burghers. 
while in Britain, and the Reformed Presbyterian Church, whose princi- 
ples concerning the civil may! trate’s pow r. J i in a subsequent part 


tf his production, calls “curious notions.” While some faithfully ad- 
hered to their principles and retained the name of the Associate Church, 
othy vould not forsake what they considered to be the truth, and so re- 
tai the name of Reformed Presbyterians. But there were others 
(and tiese were mostly Anti-Burghers originally) who, without retain- 


ing the peculiar distinctive principles of either, assumed the name of 
hoth, and introduced themselves to the world, as the Associate Reformed 
Church. 

With these remarks, we pass, for the present, this part of J. F.’s “ cu- 
rious notions,’ to animadvert a little upon the other exceptionable part. 
He says, “ The old light Burgher—the old light Anti-Burgher—the allies 
of the Anti-Burgher Synod in the United States—and the Reformed 
Presbyterian Synod, come next. I mention them together, as they are 
in fact the same, though they bear different names. ‘They have each 


about thirty congregations. They are all keen for religious establish- 


ments. They have all the same curious notions about the magistrate’s 


power, and seem to think as much of the solemn league and covenant, as 
of the covenant of grace,” &e. 
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he term “ allies,” however, is evidently used 
to express a kind of contempt. The associ- 
will, perhaps, suffer nothing 
‘iter, except it may be 
s from feelings of sorrow in finding one about en- 


of good teeling and good manners. 
J F. asserts that the old light Burchers, 1 light Anti-Burghers, and 


Reformed Presbyterians in Scotland, “are in fact the same.’ We are 


sorry, on a two-fold account, to be constrained to say that this assertion 
We are sorry, the first place, becat se, that brethren in 
who hold in common, the fundamental articles of the Chris- 
tian Faith, and who are in so many respects one, and who all have such 
an apparent regard to truth, hi ve nevertheless, such differences as con- 
strain them, even though they greatly respect one another, for the sake 
of truth and consist ncy, to C mnt ue Se] arate communl1ons. Would to 
God the diff ‘rences of these bre hr n were remove d, and they all CONnsIS- 
tent/y united in a visible Church fell rwsh p- 

We are » sorry to have oceasion to declare this assertion untrue, 
because we thus virtually charge the writer either with falsehood, or with 
ignorance. Christian charity forbids the former: and yet, the latter, in 
present circumstances, is no trivial charge. We sincerely lament that 
one intending to be “a teacher in Israel’ should attempt to inform the 
Christian public in a matter, of which he is himself so wnorant. 

We might here, without injustice to J. F., simply deny the truth of 
his assertion, and call him e proof. But we will go a step farther, 
and assert, what can easily be proved, that, so far are these religious 
bodies from being ‘in fac he same,” atte mpts at union between the As- 
sociate Synod of Original Seceders. and the other bodies named, have as 
yet proved unsuccessful: and, what is peculiarly unfortunate for J. F.’s 
reputation as a writer, this failure, at least in one case, was in conse- 
quence of a difference upon one of those very points, which he mentions 
as a “curious notion,” in which all these bodies are agreed. Here then, 
we think it proper to make the declaration that we have in our posses- 
sion documents to prove that J. F.’s assertion, that “they have all the 
same curious notions about the magistrate’s power,” is, to say the most, 
that our sense of propriety will permit us, and the Jeast that the cause of 
truth demands from us—a misstatement. And his assertion that “ they 
are all keen for religious establishments,” we pass at present, with the sin- 
gle andsimple declaration that it is just as devoid of truth as the preceding. 








Life of Mr. John Livingston 1S 


Ihe expression, “they seem to think as muc h of the solemn league 
und covenant as of the covenant of grace,” is evidently a fling at the As- 
sociate Church for maintaining the reiigious duty ( f sole mn pub lic cove- 


nanting. This is surely inconsistent, and unbecoming in one who sub- 
scribes the constitution of the Associate Reformed Church, which recog- 
nizes the duty of * — pure and entire all such religious worship and 
ordinances as God hath appointed in his s word ; particularly swearing by 
the name of God, and vowing unto hi 

We have good reason to believe that . these branches of the Church of 
Christ in Scotland will yield to none in attachment to the fundamental 
doctrine of the covenant of grace ; and we bless God that they are not 
of those number who, for fear of the world’s reproach, have renounced 
their solemn covenant engagements, and who add iniquity to iniquity, by 
joining with scorners in mocking at a holy ordinance of divine institu- 
tion. 


In conclusion, we must be permitted, in justice to ourselves, to state, 
that when we first read this strange account of the “Scottish Church,” 
we were satisfied it was from the pen of a mere Sciolist; and although 
we felt indignant at his treatment of those with whom he should not have 

ieddled, we resolved to sufler his performance to passin silence to its 
merited oblivion; hoping that the writer, from the maturity of more 
years, might be able to give a better specimen of literary talent, and as 


the work of grace might progress in his heart, his vanity might be core 


rected, and that he would be more conscientious in the choice of 
accomplish an end. And, from the feelings of kindness towards us ex- 
pressed by the Associate Reformed Synod of New-York, we had hoped 
that, in “supervising” their “* Christian Magazine,” they would have in- 
structed their editor not to insert such silly and offensive articles in fu- 
ture. But unhappily this hope has not been realized. But from the edi- 


tor himself, and (what makes the case still more hopeless) from an older 


means to 


correspondent, this abuse is continued in a subsequent number of that 
Magazine. This circumstance has induced the belief that we are not 
merely warranted in the above animadversions a - those which follow ; 
but unde r obligation to spe ak thus p vF uinly and e xX} ony 

If any of the readers of the Monitor shall, by means of the statements 
which we herein make, discover in any of these writers for the Christian 
Magazine, a recklessness of truth; let not the charge of untenderness be 
laid atour door; blame those who give the offence, and provoke the ex- 
position. 

Lest the amount of this communication should be too great 
tion in one number of the Religious Monitor, we \ 
versions upon other two papers for another 


for inser- 
vill reserve our animad- 
number; and, for the pre 
sent, subscribe ourselves 


l Minister of the Associate Church. 


> writ 


Arr. Ill. The Life of Mr. John Livingston, minister of the gospel 
ten by himself during his banishment for the cause of Christ. 


(Continued from vol. 10, page 373.) 


In February, 1637, one Frankhill, of Castler: aith, who yet used to coma 
some Sabbaths, to hear sermons at my mother’s house, being in Dublin, 
informed the State against Mr. Blair andme. Order is given to appre- 
hend us. One night one Andrew Young, a servant of Mr. Blair’s, who 
dwelt hard by our house, overheard a Pursevant calling to a stabler, to 
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natural rights, she is clothed with sufficient armor by her great head. for th 

of all her spiritual privileges. Thus, it appears in what sens to unders 
the latter part of the 4th. Sec. of the 20th Chap. of the Conf wig: eT 
who, upon pretence of christian liberty, shall oppose any lawful power. o1 he awf 
exercise of it, whether it be civil or ecclesiastical. resist the ordinance of God. <A 


for their publishing of such opinions, or maintaining of such practices, as are cont 
to the light of nature, or to the known principles of Christianity, whether « ' 

faith, worship, or conversation: orto the power of vod : 
opinions or practices, as either in their own nature, or in the manner of pul! OY 
maintaining them, are destructive to the external peace and order w h Christ hath 
established in the church; they may lawf v be called to account. 1 proceeded 


w } 
against by the censures of the church, and by the power of the « lagistrat 
in the foresiad treatise. page 205, says Thi )] I mi r 
lawfuliy sheathed im the blood of heresies. N , n be too rp { 


Vou. XI { 
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16 The Secession Testimony, & 


ritual disease. Whenthe cure is suited tothe malady, there is no danger of the ap 
plication.” He means, the due application according to Scripture rule, in contradistine 
1 to civil punishments. But those offences only which strike, and only im so far as 
they « trike, against the laht of nature, particularly, the good, the external order 
and peace of society, are punishable by the State. [t is plain, as he would argue 
very widely, who should plead, that because such and such an offense is not punishable 
by the Magistrate, it is therefore, not censurable by the church; so he would reason 
y, Who should insist, that because such and such an offense is censurable by 
the « i, it raust therefore be punishable by the Magistrate. 

» e may perha 1s think, that it would be extensively benefietal to religion, and @ 
ighty strengthening of the Church's hands in the exercise of discipline; if all opm 

i und practices c¢ ntrary to the laws of Christ’s house, were severely punished and 
effectually suppressed by the sword of the eivil magistrate. ut they don’t retlect, 
that it is not of the nature of the trne religion to be bettered, but hurt, by such meth 
ods of procedure. Nor is it of the nature of error to be much damaged, but rather 
benefitted by them. They may make it hide its head for a time; but the more forcibly 
that it is suppressed, it will readily break out with so much the greater violence in the 
issue, or vent itself in a more close and covert manner, which wil] be still more 


langerous for the truths and the church of God, than the open publication thereof, 
Nor do they reflect, that it would be to clothe the Magistrate with an Erastian power, 


even to allow him to be a proper judge of what is truth, and what is error, in all cases 
whatsoever; for his punishing inthe capacity of a Magistrate, ne essarily supposes his 
i ) wuicineg in that capac ity, or tt would be to mfintain, that it behoved him impli 


tly to follow the determinations of the church, and punish whomsoever she censured. 
he first of these would be to make him a Pope, the last, a Beadle, or somethine 

orse Nor do they consider, that if the Magistrate were to claim and exercise such a 
power, it would be of an unspeakable disadvantage to the truths and church of God ; 
if in one instance it suppressed error, it would in a hundred instances, suppress truth ; 
even as those who are called Christian Magistrates, have been so many times oftener 
on the side of error, than of truth. Farther, they don’t foresee, that it behoved to 
issue in almost continual persecution; that very ‘religion, or profession of religion 
which was caressed by the Magistrate in one country, would be hunted down with fire 
and sword by the magistrate in another. And even supposing him never to oppress the 
truth, methinks persecution in favor of the truth, is every whit as shocking as persecu- 
tion of the truth itself. For my part, I should think it almost a distinguishing char- 
acteristic between truth and error; that the former allows ef no persecution for con- 
science sake, while the latter does. (See James iii. 15—18.) Nor do the patrons of 
this objection advert, that the state’s punishing what the church has branded with the 
odious epithet of heresy, is the very foundation stone, and chief support of the nti 
Christian state. Accordingly the Romish beast rose, and was upheld, by the powers of 
the earth giving their power and strength unto him ; for the shocking purpose of pumish 
ing heretics, and obliging all to be Catholics; and he has fallen, and will still fall, by 
the kings of the earth withdrawing their power from him, in this respect. (See Rey. 
xvii. 12—18.) And it would seem to me, that Christians shall be effectually cured of 
the firey spirit of persecution, before the final overthrow of that man of sin. 

It will not be sufficient to say, that the Magistrate is only to suppress such errors as 
sap the foundations of Christianity, and are extremely prejudicial to practical god 
liness, that is, such as are commonly called fundamental. For, if the distinction 
formerly laid down, (viz. between those errors, which, either in their own nature, or 
in the manner of publishing them, are contrary to the light of nature—inconsistent 
with a due subjection to the civil government, and incompatible with the freedom of 
the gospel; and those which may consist with all these;) I say, if this distinction 
be not rested in, as the rule, accoring to which, he is to punish, or not—there are in re- 
ality no bounds that can be assigned, within which, he ought to confine himself, but 
he must just go the very utmost length it is possible for him to go. No other limits 
can be prescribed to the Magistrate, without granting him to be a proper judge in mat- 
ters of pure religion, and not merely of truth and error, but of the nature and quality 
of both; which were grossly Evrastian in him to pretend to, and a task extremely 
difficult and dangerous for any to presume upon. It is his province to judge of things 
in so far as they suit or do not suit with the public weal. But in so far as he 
launches forth into the deep things of God, he goes quite beyond his sphere. It is 
still of as little weight to allege, that he is to satisfy himself with moderate punish- 
ments, or at least such as are suited to the nature and quality of the offenses he pun- 
isbes. For, beside the Erastian power with which this still invests him ; such mode- 
rate punishments are either effectual to conversion, an end which they are nowise 
calculated to produce, or according to what was already hinted, they really answer no 
valuable end. The truth is, if errors are persisted in, which I am confident civil pun- 
ishments will never prevent, the only effectual punishment is death, which is surely 
no moderate punishment. 




















But I have insisted too long on this, especially, as those on whose account this eft 
s written, are, | imagine, in no difficulty about it. Tio have said so mu h, howeve 
will tend te prevent mistakes. I proceed, therefore, to consider, 

2. The Magistrate’s authority, to * take order, that unity and peace be preserv 
the church, that the truth of God bek pe pure and entire, that all cor ‘uptions an tah 
in worship and discipline be reformed, and all the ordinances of God duly settled, 
ministered and observed:” "That is, he is te do what is competent unto him to do 
these matters. And without assuming a judicial cognizance of revealed religion, d 
tating to his subjects in matters of conscience, or infri ing the natural liberties 
peaceable dissenters, it is competent unto him,— 

1. ‘I’o enact laws in defence and protection of a due profession of the true religt 
It were profane indeed, to suppose he could vive the sanction of his 1 rity t 
true religion itself. jut there is no absurdity in allowing he may author 
ects to make profession of it, giving the sanction of his authority to the fre 
peaceable enjoyment of it, and declaring that it is with his wood \ that tie 
take profession of it. As I have elsewhere expressed myself, ‘‘it 1s undoubte 
competent unto the civil powers to establish, secure and protect their subjects in 
full and peaceable enjoyment of their natu rights: and re isT t (1 

ipernatural with respect to God, vet with respect to fellow creatures) are no ot 
than naturai richts,—versant about religi is matters. ‘Thus supposing the ¢ reh 
make due profession of the true relicion. and the « | npowers to be in commu! 


with her, it is competent unto them, in their judicative capacity to declare, that as th 








in the character of church members, are f satished about the truth { that prol 
sion of religion which is made by the church: so they wuarantee, secure and con 
her in the fi and peaceable enjoyment of it. against all that would attempt to u 
mine her constitution, or deprive her of her privileges, Acain, when the ¢ ire 
ttains to further degrees of reformation. and : yplies to the civil powers for a law 
curing her in the profession of it; it is in hke manner competent unto them, to p 
law securing her in the possession of it accor noly,” 

on pe Opie may perhaps, be shock d t hearing of a le ral estab hment « ré 
rion, as if it wer n Anti-Christian abomination. But there is no manner of 1 
for the he charge, provided always, the establishments be not formed upon 
Anti-Christian plan. Nor are we to be presently alarmed, as if all that must need 
Anti-Christian, which is beldly opposed, und r that o« ous character. It is no unus 


thing for Satan to transform himself into an angel of light: and under the cover 


appearing to condemn a thing to seek to « tablish it 7 ere can certainly b nO « 











culty a It it, a rt g to the manner } Vii e have stated it \\ e there 
those who plot and labor to ds ive christ s oO hie ertv of a free and pe , 
enjoyment of their privileges - why may they not seek to be protected acainst t] 
injurious encroachments, by those, whose proper province it is, to provide, that they may 
lead a qriet and peaceable life in all godbiness and honesty? And why might prea. 
grant them their protection accordi gly? Suppose one to live in such mad neigh 
ho d, that Cc ¢ id not perform the we i God s tamil \ t me 
with disturbance from an outraceous hy t he not ap to the 
trates of th ) for nrote ti , fr » thre , 4 ny i rijt = 

h m their ] tect ! ecordin ? Just en ti irches are so cire ist 
thal they cannot f leave to \ I Dp Ci 1! er thie no T ) ‘ 

fo his v rton vec then own attairs DV thre sjnaid cown y the e | 

oF is people La) Mritual matters, without h ine ceremonies iW 1d ¢ 
mens contrivance, forcibly obtruded upon them: why mielhit th not apply to 
legislature for Vin their favor, against a uch invasions upe their pr e0 
and securing them in the full and peaceable « tof them? An micht 
the leo lature such i law accoraipng 4 | ‘ ot hye Ch sty ‘ ot 
ing beyond the re of the wuardians of the liberties of the pe 1 doling ¥ J 
it js a matter of public notoriety, that Papist ind those of : Anti-Christian spirit 
temper, have hitherto plott: land str ried with theircratt and powerto deprive 
protestant churches of their liberties: and there have not been wanting those, who ¢ 
mn privily lo spy out their liberty, which they have in Christ Jesus, that they might | 
them into bor lage ; amit onant party within the chureh ss rto betr \ her 

to the enemy without: and a leeal establis ent of a due protession of the true 
gion, is the church’ ecal security against ch intrusions; it 

becoming the euarant: f her libert vy. The people of Scotland are « ed { 
natural ub rties, by the law of patronage; b especially through thi co! exe 
tion of it by the « rch judicatories. And why micht not they se the repe tt 
law, with ratify ion their liberty to ch one heir own pastor s tine ( 
against having any under that character obtruded uvon them f i I e? ! 
t e ii , perhaps ¢ riie en there will be I occas n for V 1 t r 
Pio! (1 uf) - O—d.) But in the mean tu the at { ( ! 3 ft 

aate tlie f r to ft = they e thie } | v) ¢ the ‘ ft 
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ead mnvyvs ) etent nto, ard lise 


rn if itural rights be 
é ‘ i C oO t of thei SI he e as 
j r int inging thie 
1 é { re proper enough fo1 
t ~ n of them would 
\ a the e exect tion o} 
f « man can pretend 
ri t ) Pander that any 
¢ 1 r ) D C1 penaities 
‘ nes iring reils ito themse es 
ied unt vy the Church of Seotland between 
Par mit ns na nant pal m thie 
nt adept ( ot em ing ft wet the 

‘ rad i ‘ r 4 yout her ne 

r t I al ¢ é ce f ther 

iarew i 1 ern vragvement 
ul ave ( ive countenance and sup 
Giod. And in this respect, we bear 


irch Reformation of that period. Various 


rlooked and passed by, witltout any security 
them, by the revolution-parliament, and the 


without remon 


(nd we bear testimony against both accordingly, 


concluded 


between 


the Lords and Commons in the Pa 
Chur: h of Poy ot 


ween said Alssembly and the Assembly of Divines met at 


nes in land to the General Assembly. 

t ( rly beloved in the Lord Jesus. ‘6 As cold waters 

vod ner m fur country. We your Brethren, yet remaining in 

s | ib n in the very fire, have il length, Dy the good 

r ir t 1 t at which we all aim, that we shall 

r it Commissioners, Mr. Robert Barlie, and 

! ethren) some good news of that great work, afte: 

| ‘ , thirst and for which you hare not loved 

rp ‘ { n so expeditie us as was desired 

; aCe t. or cc der not, the weight and greatness 

ld vi i have ¢ to obstruct our proceedings in 

{ t 1 ( i ( ith been Ike unto Aope deferred : 

r { t, that n thear desire amely that which we 

! shall « if nto them, if l he through God, 

eat race tl, we already pe eive it to be to both 
| ; 

m y i¢ ile erend Commission 

( t to treat with them in matters of Religion (one of 

{ 10th of November 1643, concerneth the several sorts of 

ey 1 Another, bearing date the 24th of January 1643, concerneth 

( Presbyteries: The other, being presented the 15th 

s f making greater speed in setling the intended uni 

{ te solemn covenant We hold it our duty, in regard 

. l m, which the Lord hath happily and seasonably made be 

idelatigable and inestimable labour of love to this aftlicted 


ssion ot Faith, 
ony with you. 


n it 


1648. 








nd the rest of that venerable Assembly, some brief account 
and Form of Catechism, we 
The public doctrine, 
all be reviewed, which is in great part done 


make no question of a 
held out by our church to all the 
) coneurring so much 


re you of your heart's desire in those particulars, so soon as time and op 


wm, and of a F« 


s liberty to perfect what we have begun. 
n of laying asidethe review of our public doctrine, after the happy and much 
‘ your reverend Commissioners here, was, The drawing up and accelerating 
3} rm of Church Government 
{ 


in both of which we stood 
irches of Christ, and particularly from yours 
e) ered National Covenant requireth us ta 
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s eat the ect , ‘ j . ‘ ¢ ' rif r t ‘ 
hbrethrer fait , ve { | to ¢ I 4 . 

No 1 f 2 : t a. 

é ery i ) S ! é e tance 
the { { ] | ] is al 
Dom 

VW . f n \ 
1 ‘ ve p revere t NN M 
value ‘ - rreed 

l m \sse! f ts ’ ’ 
‘ irect \ if ( I f Lhe ee | t i 
nad ‘ ‘ And { ‘ ‘ t S t ‘ ey ‘ 

ici} ri é r Si ) r > p 
vet wetrust ft t t tenacih ot old « x t y i ( Or sO averse 
trom od exa Nes ailhough new, in matters of les 3 lo Line 

rty of retain the one, or refusing the other, becaus cit the Directo t 
be stud is to please others rather than themselves 

We have likewis spent divers months the sear ! Ss es, lo find out the mind 
ot Christ co erning a Form of Church Gx rnment vierein we could not it expect the 
ore itest diffi ity lor our better pr press | re 1, we have with spect considered th sev 
eral papers of your honorable and reverend Commissioners. 1 ry this Head; and do with 
ll thankfulnes acknow edge their preat zeal, ju nent, and 1 om expressed therein as 
ulso, the excellent assistance and great furtherance of your reverend ( ommissioners in this 
great work ; which now, through God's goodness, very ne Lo @ period als 

In pursuit whereof, we made a strict survey and scrutiny of every proposition, that we 
might find it agreeable to, and wu irranted by the we) f God, in a method of lrown;: witl 
out resting upon any particulary model or frame whatsoever alr 1dy constituted: what we 
have perlurmed, and how far we have proceeded there we ive to th nformation Of your 
reverend Commissioners. who have been ev: nd ea Witnesses of all that hath past, and we 
aoubt not but you wil] shortly receive a Satisfactory answe Tron nen 0 soon as it all be 
passed in the honorable houses of Parliament. 

And now, right honorable, and right reverend brethrs { it not el t ‘ if we 
have thus delayed tine satisfying f your own earnest and just expectati 1 ‘ it of Je 
rusaiem, to have her walls built in troublous times. when ea ersaries N 
Jet it offend, that (albeit we acknowledee the nany, great, t ef ress ty 
love, zeal, and helpf ss unt S \ nt ; ee 
we an in words ( Lec ( rote | \ 1 1 t 
With those u ind dear !{ at l ré ( I oO t v ive 
called { nae ount of the ! 
hot ry P { reet of t yrah ! é } thanks 

a a 10 r e acknowledge} nt, n put I 
rity, a1 flix f them all the great ( 
fo th nex ) createst su nt 1 : ‘ 5 , 
ers, not i the continuance ft thes ¢ | ! f 1 MM 
Sam. Rutherford, yet remainin with 1 tals t { ( 
brethren that are iOW ence ) l I A 
this suit we trust, you w { rathy I t t t ent 
both church Kin ms int iLte 

Now the sp t of wis ma ta u 1 
il time $0 esp i now v ’ mu Ssh thie t 
lor ti furthe pand p ng ! i l ibo 
lo be to the rai and glory (rod, and th ym and icin y the h ts ill the Is 
é i trod ra i our dear br thren of 1] it Sist Church ) Na I inifole to 
their bose all the Loonrr, Loy ind sufferings which t ey ive afforded nd stil do che 
fully contin 1¢, foro ir sakes and the Gospel’ nth ( ras edand bleec ing Ki raom sup 
press all commotions ind bloody practices of tl com?) nh enemy i} oll vea n all the three 
Kingdems : set up the throne ot Jesus Christ. and mak Hithe Kingds t ve the Lords, and 
Jerusalem to be a praise upon Earth, that all that love her 1d mourn for her, m rejoice for 
joy with her, and may su k and be satisfied with the breas‘s cf hey msoiatior 

Westminster, Jan. 6, 1644 
Subscribed by vour most lorina } eth en, and fellow Ii horers in he rh f the Lord m th 

name of this whole issembly, 
WILLIAM TWISSE. Prolocut 
CORNELIUS BURGES, Assessor 
JOHN WHITE, Assessor 
HENRY ROBROUGH, Scerib 
ADONIRAM BYFIELD. Seriba 

Direct.- To the right honorable, and reverend, the Gener Asse ly of the Chur ‘ 


Scotland, these 


presents 


Th Ce ne ral Iss nbly's e Insire? . les f Dir ines in the 


Right rev: which 
this Kingdor 
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Art. VIII. General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 
The} ‘ ae eon ee ¢ if ecent eeting. was the « 
\ it of the Second Presbytery of | iinst the S f | 
i {) I ers a rea intor I tata le meet thie ( ) { 
‘ Ss ) d to rec ( ‘ t Py ytery i geograpl i 
I t excludes I te \ i tute he Asse Aft 
v Ll ¢ $ discu ) 1 mplaint of t | s f taines vote LIS aye 
{ 7 Ly nad the ) susta " 1) to ®] 
I Appeal Com nt of the Se Pre ry of | elp nst the Synod of 
i i were then deck t Ista ( 
Mr. 1. V. Brow " not that he , ¥¢ ‘ ft 
' iy choose to ti th him, the right to « 


ith th rte t take rd expre \ the view the A I 

An I ( ttee eported the ! ving re l Vi er f 

| Resolred | itt ppeal 1 ¢ ylaint of the S« ! | sbyte Lue i 
t syn I! a ea the same r ere t if 1 t ol = ‘ 

» fa t was intended to unite the Second Presbytery with the Presbyt of Philadel pl 

1ere ( ir voad , 

%. Resolved, That this resolution shall not be so construed as to affeet thi tegrity of the 
Presbytery which was constituted under the order of the Synod of Philadelphia by the name 

the S mynd Presbytery of Phila felpima in November last “but the same iereby re ed 

i constituent part of the Synod of Philadelph l. The Assembly, however, recommend to 
the Synod to change the name of the said Presbyte j 

Dr. Evy vindicated the original act of the As ibly constituting the Second Presbytery 
and in confirmation of his reasoning, proceeded to show that the General Assembly had in 
fact repeatedly exercised the right of dividing Presbyteries. In 1794, this very Synod of | 


L Was cone 


ladeiphia requested the General Asse mbly to divide the Presbytery of Carlisle, and it v 


ihis proved clearly that both the Synod and the Assembly believed that the Assembly 1 
sessed this power. The Presbyte ry of Albany in 1802 made a similar applieation, which was 
granted. Dr. Ely also showed from the records of the Assembly, that there were other ir 
stances in which this power of forming new Presbyteries had been exercised, and if the ¢ 


rene 


ral Assembly had the power in these cases, they had aiso the power to stitute a Presbvte 
ry of picked men; of such persons as Dr. Skinner, Mr. Patterson, and the other 


whom he had the honor ef co-operating. 


It is probalde the Synod will still refuse to recognize this affinity Presbytery, and that the 
next Assembly will attach them to some other Synod, o adept some oth equ ¥Y absurd 
measure, Such a measure would not be more incongruous than the present one; they have 
now a few picked individuals scattered among two Presbyteries, and const ed into a sepa 
rate Presbytery, merely that the y Mav have tre privaiege f or j ol I est in ihe very 
haritable, honest and « hristian pr uctice 7 traducing their more faithful brethren, v ifying 
the standards of their own church ind publicly trampling uncer ioot Wielr solemn ordi 
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32 Affairs of the Monitor. 





nation vows. And what presents a still darker picture in this affuir, is, that there does not 
appear the least hope that the injured minority will, by any proper act, vindicate either their 
own integrity, or the suffering cause of their Divine Master. 


Arr. IX. Ecclesiastical Record. 


The Associate Presbytery of Miami met on last Thursday, at Carmel meeting house, when 


Mr. Henderson was ordained to the office of the holy ministry, by the laying on of the hands 
of the Presbytery, and installed pastor of the Congregation of Carmel and its branches. Rev. 


Mr. Templeton preached the sermon, as is usual in that society, and Rev. Mr. Adams deliv- 
ered the charge and address to pastor and people.—Hanover ( la.) Miscellany. 


Art. X. Affairs of the Monitor. 


Ten vears have elapsed since the publication of the Keligious Monitor was 


undertaken. God in his good providence has hitherto blessed this undertaking 
and crowned it with success, notwithstanding its many imperfections. And 
there is reason to believe that its tendency has been, in the main beneficial, al- 
though it has not always given satisfaction to all its patrons. It has not always 
been what its publishers would have been glad that it should have been. And 


who ever saw a faultless work of this kind? The utmost watchfulness and 


skill cannot always exclude things that will prove positively injurious. But 
that its tendency on the whole is highly beneficial to the Associate Church we 
have no manner of doubt. And should it be withdrawn, its loss would be felt 
by many who are now comparatively indifferent about its success. 

We have commenced the XI. Volume under less flattering prospects than any 
previous volume since the first, in the belief, that it is a duty to persevere so 
long as there is any hope of being sustained. 


i 


} 


A variety of causes have contrib | 


ited to produce a temporary pressure on Its 


] t 


circulation; one of which is the present derangement of the commercial opera- 
tions of the country, and the consequent scarcity of money. The discontinu- 
} 


anees have been much more numerous, without any corresponding increase of 


subscriptions; payments have been more backward, and a greater number of 
names have been struck from the subscription list, for neglect to pay their dues, 
than at any former period. 

A new and intolerable evil has recently come to our knowledge, to which it 
would be scarcely possible to give credence, were not the fact well established, 
to wit: that some individuals in the character of agents, have long since collected 
money from subscribers, which (we hope through inattention) has never been 
accounted for: an exposure in such cases would be extremely unpleasant; but 
if the evil continues, it will become necessary. 

Of other causes retarding its circulation we do not now design tospeak. And 
we have only to add that the character, design and effect of the Monitor is now 
well known; and there is probably not a well informed individual in our com- 
munion who has not made up his mind in relation to it. All such, therefore, 
as desire to see this work go on successfully, will be under the necessity of in- 
creasing their exertions, in some degree, in order to the accomplishment of their 
wishes, in this respect. . With them we leave the matter, praying that God may 
lead his people to the use of such means for the maintenance of his cause among 


them, as he will be pleased to own and bless. 
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